
Keeping the Peace -

Life in a Multi-Animal Household 

Dyed-in-the-wool animal lovers seem to have a great deal of trouble limiting the nest to just a single 
animal. I know I do, with a dog and three cats sharing my life. If it weren't for my very resolute 
husband and a smallish apartment, I have no doubt there'd be at least another dog in the mix. 

When deciding whether to open your heart and your 
home to another pet, make sure to consider your current furry 
family member's perspective. While many will thrive 
having the company of another, especially if they're left 
alone for long hours at a time, others prefer being the only 
pet, either because they're not particularly good players with 
other animals or because they don't want to share your 
attention. If this is the case, then your current animal should 
have the deciding vote; after all, he'll be the one living day in 
and day out with the newbie. Imagine if someone were to 
thrust a new housemate on you against your will! 

A MULTI-DOG HOUSEHOLD 

If your pup seems a good candidate for a canine sibling, the next step is to find a love match for 
him. Consider the types of dogs that your dog gravitates toward in the dog run. Does he prefer 
playful partners or more laid back types? Males or females? While a younger dog can 
sometimes bring out the inner pup in your older dog, she can also prove to be a constant 
annoyance. 

Also consider size. A large disparity is undesirable. How frustrating for a little terrier to be 
consistently manhandled by a pit bull playmate, even if both dogs have a similar play style. It's 
like a feather-weight sparring with a super-heavyweight! An equally serious concern inherent in 
size disparities is that of predatory drift, in which a smaller dog ( or cat) moves in a prey-like way 
that triggers a sudden predatory response from a larger dog or a group of dogs. And this is a 
recipe for potentially deadly disaster that does not go away with time; even after years of living 
together peacefully, a tragic incident can still occur. 

"Howdy Do!" 

Initial introductions are so important in starting the relationship out right. Having several short 
interactions is a good way of acquainting the dogs. Always do these on neutral territory. Walk 
the dogs past one another or take them on parallel walks to see if they look playful and interested 
in one another. Allow a polite head-to-tail sniff between them, fostering greater familiarity while 
still avoiding any direct eye contact. Given all this goes swimmingly, allow for some playful 
interaction, keeping leashes on but slack. Any tension in the leashes can thwart natural 
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